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bestowed on him. Little is left for Kai Khusrau to do
in the war except to win a single combat with Shideh,
son of Afrasiyab, and to take up the pursuit of the
Turanian King himself (Zotenberg, Cliroiiique d&
Tabari, I, 467-47 3X Even in the matter of the single
combat with Shideh, Kai Khusrau is represented as
being afraid of the magical powers of the Turanian
prince, to start with (Zotenberg, I, 47<2). The chroni-
clers do not thus give us a very exalted idea of Kai
Khusrau as a warriur. But they (or rather the collec-
tors of traditions and ballad writers on whom they
rely) make amends for it by starting the idea of the
Bound Table of the King composed of Parthian Kings
and princes whose original historical epoch was for-
gotten. The largest share and main places at the
Table were filled by Gudarz (Gotarzes) and his de-
scendents, as was indeed the due of the royal line of
Parthia. But the Parthian house of Karen was also
represented by the warrior Tus, their supposed ances-
tor ; while the house of Mihran was represented by the
warriors Gurgin and Miiad. Although from the point
of view of history this Bound Table was a great ana-
chronism, as mixing up Parthian history with that of
the Kayani dynasty which preceded the Parthian by
many centuries, yet the process greatly increased the
poetic dignity of Kai Khusrau by surrounding him with
a great number of the most eminent paladins. And,
what was more, some at least of these paladins were
immortals, according to Pahlavi account. Thus Tus
and Vevan, i.e. (the family of Giw) are mentioned in